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NOTABLE LETTERS SIGNED BY FOREMOST AMERICANS

Historic Sidelights in Letters from Wash-
ington, Jackson, Lincoln and Other
Men in Notable Group.

ETWEEN the discriminating autc graph

lecior and the “autograph fiend”

The latter

re 15 a wide difference
- been anathematized by Robert
1 Stevenson and by many others. An au
: ector. to use the dehmition oi a
iy vriter on the subject, 1s one “who
the benelit of posterity either
qents or the letters of lamous
tograph hunter,” who persist
cotprs noted personages for their sig
.s or on photographs, has noth
with the scientific collector ol
tered o it the country are many
vons of autographs of great lit-
'{.: v 5 ca lue, whose existence
(ew hesides the friends of their
est ownet Though not large, the num

llections has been 1 apidly grow

the diversion and refreshment lor both
{ body to be had in gathering these
has become known' to an mcreasing
Then. too, as Andrew Lang
in the long

freasure
er of people
remarked. "It may well be that
¢ collector and his family do not lose
chance to be a

ney I'he amusement may
investment.” When discretion has
e exercised in their purchase there are few
things that can compare with high class auto-
ora As an investment
5 ‘\. mnaratively “unknown" collection of au-
1) P the property ot Mr J:‘:M‘[]h A Mec-
\:» New York City. Besides one of

the fe nlete <ets of the autographs of
e Declaration of Independence
udes letters of all the Presi-
1 States, Washington
letters of Revolutionary

IToIm

m of great rarity and

unioue 1'-'[(.“1’,-' ¥

c nv other
Yol uments. This interesting col

iblished

PROVES THAT WASH-

vaAs A DISTILLEER
¢a ¢ 1o some to learn that
e i hix Country” was cngaged in
the liguor trade, In ro his letter to his
Colanel William Augustine Washing-
t1or istillery

eprerhen

Washingt seautitul handw

letting me

) yvour convenience,
" ntime, the quantity I may rely an, that
nurchare of th grain may be regulutod
 f (."I'll.
Mre. Washington has got tolerably well again,
unites with me in cvery good wish for yvou
nd vours, With very grest esteem und friend
v | remais Your affectionate uncle
Go. WASHINGTON
W A. Washington

Washington died on December 14, 1799, just
six weeks after the date of this letter, and Jei-
ferson wrote, “Verily a great man has fallen
in Israel.” Mrs. Washington survived her hus
band two years, dying in 1801,

SHOWS THAT GENERAL CHARLES LEE
AFFRONTS MRS. WASHINGTON.

Apropos of Mrs. Washington, a curious bit
of gossip is revealed in a letter of General
Nathanael Greene, dated from Trenton, N. J.
December 17, 1778, and addressed to the
American general, William Alexander Lord
Stirling. The letter, which deals at length
with conditions in the commissary department
ol the army. concludes with this interesting
paragraph:

Geners]l Lee and Col. Lawrens had a duel in
which the former was wounded in the back. The
cnuse of duel | have not learnt, but it ha

i Gieneral Lee affronted Mrs, Washingtor
before H Excelleney’ ]

but whether it is true or not 1 cannot

Arviva

semhly

The “Col. Lawrens” referred to was Colone!
John Laurens, the “Bayard of the Revolution,
aid and secretary to General Washington, and
his chief means of communication with the for-
eigners in the American service. At the bat
tle of Monmouth Laurens is said to have saved
the life of the commander in chief by his in-
trepidity. It was at this battle that the
treacherous conduct of General Charles Lee
provoked a fierce outburst of wrath on the part
of Washington, Lee was tried and found
guilty of misbehavior before the enemy. His
insclent and offensive remarks regarding
Washington, on learning of the decision cf the
court martial, caused Laurens to challenge and
fight him a duel, in which Lee was wounded
in the arm. It is not unlikely that Lee, who
had a venomous and ungovernable tongue, re-
ferred to Mrs. Washington in his remarks,
Colone!l Laurens was killed. in battle in the
Carolinas while serving under General Greene.

I e papers | see General Arnold is spread-
and desolution among you. How long

this curse upon the human race to go unpun-
Gertainl engence  will avertake him
p aiid oh! that it may happen Th & WA
1 ntry muy he rovenged upon him!

| PRI f the wreteh for the present
1 congratulat i upnn our happy prospects
Virg v. Our hopes and expeetations are nll
here, Fortone must be very ill-natured to
we th . Hanibal an opportunity to es
ste: 1f he fulls. ns there little doubt of, the

pride of Britatn will tumble in the dust.
What & trivmph to Amerien! What a crown of
tis General Washington?

I shn av nuthing of our operations here an
my public dispatcher give as g an account ms
invthing | eni | only observe that

in Virginia

glory

vhatever 2 Our sUCCeS
thev are indebted to maneuvers here for laying
foundntiog or themn

The capture of Fort Ticonderoga by Ethan
Allen and his "Green Mountain Boys” “in the
name of the great lehova and the Continental
Congress,” was one o the most stirring and
dramatic incidents of th V:rof Independence.
Allen’s autograph is one of the rarest of Rev-

olutionary names. The following letter, re-
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army under his command.

Arcther letter of Greene is interssting from
reference 1o the traitor, Benedict Arnold,
d the havos wronzht in Vieg na by a Britsh
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ferring 1o the capture of the fort, is one of
the mort curicus and valuable documents in
the McAleenan collection. The spelling ic
Allen's,

Trumbull, Esq,

Te The Honourable Jonathan 4
Capt. General, Governor and Commander-in
(‘hief of the Colony of Connecticut

Hazird of Taking Ticon-
deroga was supposed to be such tim:‘ the Comitee
of War for the Expadition Imploy d .\!rl Jonus
Fav of Benrington to Procede with the Scout te
«aid Premizes in Character of Doctor & Chirur-
geon, which Character Mr. Fay has mrntrlllh-.
Ten Years of Suceessfull Practice and ns ther
gppears still a greater Prospect of Need of a
Person skilled in these Sciences and as Doctor
Fay has with him on the Premises t.anwleﬂ:hh-
of a Quantity of Medicines, &ec., wnd is willing
snd well skilled to Continue the Campain 'l‘llllh'
aid Capaeity, 1 would therefore Rll-rnmmen-i him
ta be Continued by Your Honour's Appointment
i Ratification therenf thro the Csmpnin in the

Honble. Sir: The

Capacity aforesuid.

Ihis Recommendation and Reqwest is made on
the Hypothesis that Government will send »
Military foree to maintain the Soveranity of Lake

Champlain in favour of the Colonies.

‘o Honour's Mest Obedient Humble
‘srt\r::; e ETHAN ALLEN.
This is the Largest Pirce
of Paper which at !'Ire-lrr-.‘

L nsve.

W N . L S

DRAWH FROM
PAINTING
BY
GILBERTSTUAET

Andrew Jackson was one of the most
picturesque and interesting figures in Ameri-
can history. His letters are often remarkable
revelations of character. Though a letter of
introduction does not generally yield much
that is characteristic, the following missive pre-
senting his nephew, Andrew Jackson Donel-
son, to Captain Partridge, superintendent of
the Military Acacemy at West Point, is un-
usually typical of “"Old Hickory.”

rashville, January 12, 1817,

Sir: With the frank = of a soldier, without
preface or ppology. | p it my nephew, Andrew
J. Douvelson, to vour acquaintance wnd ask for
him your friendship & csteem wo far ax his

merits may deserve them

He has obtained s warrant to enter the Mili
tary Academy over which you superintend at
West Point, | huve furnished him with the funds
for neceszary expense, & authority to druw on me
for any further sum that may be necessary to
meet his wants. | have recommended him to use
eeenomy, but to show a proper di tinetien be.
tween that & parsimony. and have to request
your friendly atteation not only to him, bul to
my ward, Edward Butler, who is already with
you, whose wanta 1 wish also to be supplied with
that attention due to the son of a meritorious
officer & good man. Edward has also autherity
to draw on me for such sums as may be neces-
ary to meet hisn wants

I have great solicitude for the welfare and re-
speetability of these two youths, & recommend
them to your friendly care and attention

When Abraham Lincoin took the oath of
ofiice as President of the United States on
March &, 1861, five of his predecessors were

ECHOES FROM A PAST
EPOCH IN VALUA-

BLE HISTORIC
EPISTLES.

still alive, Besides the retiring President, Bu-
chanan, Van Buren, Tyler, Fillmore and Pierce
survived.

During those fateful days immediately pre-
ceding the outbreak of hostilities, when civil
war seemed inevitable, an effort toward peace
was made in a letter from Franklin Pierce to
Martin Van Buren, dated Apnil 16, 1861, sug-
gesting a conference of the ex-Presidents to be
held in Philadelphia. Together with Van
Buren's reply it forms a most interesting and
little known chapter of Civil War history.

Concord, April 16, 1881.

My dear Sir: The present unparalled erizis in
the affairs of our Country s, | have no doubt,

filing you, ms it is me, with the profoundest
AOTTOWw Is there any human power Wi ‘h can
avert the confliet of arms now apparently near

two sections of the Union? The
seem to indicate that the
(at least Virginin, Ken-
C will, in view of the Military
North, east their lot with the
States already seceded

There s no time for effective assemblages of
the people  no time for convention or protracted
dizenssion, But it has occurred to me thal you
may toke mensures to suspend active military
operations, secure opportunity {or further reflec-
the faee of present dangers and save the
ful cxlamity which hasz ever impended

it hand betwoen
news to-night woulil

| and bor

five retired Presidents of the United
SQtates, still living, were to meet at the earliest
practicable day at the eity where the Constitu-
tion was formed, might not their consultation, if

should rosult in eonenrrence of judgment,
h the Administration and the Country with
v degrer of power? No men ean with pro-
P wummon such u meoting but yourself, [
feel that we ought not to omit at least un efort,
W muy be, can we permit our
re ning days or years to be disturbed by the
conseiousne that, after huving been honored
by the confidence of the Republic, we have
passively seen it ddrift to dostruction?

sShould this suggestion commend itself to your
indgment, will you communicate with Mr. Tyler,

er the result

Mr Fillmore & Mr. Buchunan, & andvise me f the
result. Respectfully and truly Your friend,
FRANKLIN PIERCE.
To this letter Mr. Van Buren made a

lengthy reply, declining to take thy initiative in

the matter because he doubted the success o
the scheme. .
Mr. Mc.\leenan's collection is especially not-

able for its fine Lincolniana, containing, as it
does, numerous letters and documents of and

relating to the Great Emancipator. Some of
these throw most pleasent lights on the char-
acter of the sagacious, great-hesrted President,
Follows a political letter of unusual interest:

Springlield, s, April 6, 18560
Hon. R. M. Corwine,

My dear Sir: Resching home yesterdny after
an absence of more than two weeks, I found your
letter of the 24th of March, Remembering that
when @ not very great man beging to be mens
tioned for a very great position, his hend ls very
likely to be a little turned, | concluded | um
not the fitted person to answer the questions you
ask. Making due sllowance for this, I think Mr.
Seward |s the very best eandidate we could have
for the North of [llinois, and the very worst for
the South of it. The estimate of Gov, Chuse herg
is neither better nor worse than that of Seward,
except that he is & newer man. They are re-

|

garded as being almost the sume, seniorily giving

Seward the inside track

Mr. Bautes, | think, would be the best man fof
the South of our State, and the worst for
North of it. If Judge Melean was Hfteen, oF
even ten yenrs younger, | think he would be
itronger than either in our State, taken ns &
whole: but his great age, and the recollection
of the death of Harrizson and Taylor have, se
far, prevented hin being mueh spoken of hera,

I really helieve we could esrry the State for
either of them, or for any one who may be nomi-
nated; but doubtless it would be easier to do I
with some than with others

{4

I feel myself disqualified to speak of myselfl Il("

the matter.
| fear this letter will be of little value to youy
hut | can make it no better under the e¢i
stanees. Let it be strictly confidemtinl, not ¢
there is anything really objectionuble in t, but
beenuse it might be miscorstraed,
Youse “cry truly,
A. LINCOLN,

To Senator James F. Simmons, of Rhode
Island. in reference to the case of a girl bereft

of relatives by the war and seeking employ-
ment:

Continued ap "hird page.



